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  APPLICATION GUIDELINES 
     “AICAD RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT  

       SUPPORT FOR POVERTY REDUCTION” 
 

Applicants are advised to study the guidelines carefully!! 

1. Background and Objective 

African Institute for Capacity Development (AICAD) is an autonomous regional institution whose 

mission is “To link knowledge to application within communities in partner countries in Africa in order 

to reduce poverty”. Currently, the Institute is jointly financed by the three East African Governments of 

Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.  

 

Funding research projects aimed at identifying and generating appropriate knowledge and technologies 

for poverty reduction constitutes a key component of AICAD’s activities. The resulting research outputs 

are intended for use by target communities through the translation of findings into practice, including 

application in extension activities, development of training programmes, dissemination through 

AICAD’s networks and documentation platforms, and facilitation of knowledge exchange among 

researchers and relevant stakeholders. In this regard, AICAD seeks to promote, strengthen, and 

encourage such research initiatives across participating countries and institutions. 

 

Under the AICAD Research and Development Support Programme, research proposals are invited that 

demonstrate strong potential for application at the community level and align with the long-term 

objective of poverty reduction through human capacity building. Proposed research projects should be 

responsive to the needs and priorities of communities within the African region. Particular emphasis 

will be placed on projects that offer immediate and tangible benefits to local communities and/or 

industries, contribute to poverty reduction, and strengthen existing capacities. Accordingly, AICAD 

prioritizes research proposals that, in addition to their scientific merit, present clear prospects for 

translation into implementable development interventions. 

 

*For information on general AICAD’s activities, you can visit the website (http://www.aicad.or.ke). 

 

2. Themes and Sub-themes for Funding 

AICAD identifies specific thematic areas for funding, as outlined in Annex I. Proposals aligned with 

these themes and demonstrating clear potential for direct impact on poverty reduction will be 

considered. 

 

3. Submission of Proposals 

Applicants are required to submit signed research proposals to the AICAD Country Director’s Office in 

their country of residence, either by physical delivery or by registered mail. Submissions must include 

both a hard copy and a soft copy of the proposal. The soft copy should be in Microsoft Word format 

(Windows), submitted via email. 

 

Kenya: 

The Country Director, 

AICAD KENYA COUNTRY OFFICE. 

3rd Floor, Utafiti  Building, Egerton University 

PO. Box 114 – 20115, Egerton, Kenya                                                                                               

Land Line Tel: +254-51-2217732   

Mobile:  0115 826399 E-mail: kco@aicad.or.ke 

 

mailto:kco@aicad.or.ke
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Tanzania: 

The Country Director, 

AICAD TANZANIA COUNTRY OFFICE 

SUA Main Campus- Collage of Social Science and Humanities 

P.O. Box 3054, Morogoro 

TANZANIA 

Email: tco@aicad.or.ke 

rugimbana@aicad.or.ke 

 

Uganda: 

The Country Director, 

AICAD UGANDA COUNTRY OFFICE 

Frank Kalimuzo CTF, 3 rd Floor, 

Makerere University 

Kampala, Uganda 

Email. uco@aicad.or.ke 

gaston.ampe@aicad.or.ke 

 

4. Closing Date 

The closing date for submission of research proposals is on February 28, 2026. The deadline for 

submission of proposals should be strictly observed. No proposals will be accepted after this date 

 

5. Applicants  

Eligible applicants will be individuals or research teams consisting of the following: 

 

5.1 The principal Researcher 

The principal researcher should be a full-time member of staff in one of the AICAD member 

universities* and resident in the participating countries. 

 

5.2 Collaborating Researchers 

Collaborating members should possess relevant skills or knowledge to meaningfully contribute to the 

research project. In line with AICAD’s overarching goal of poverty reduction, proposals are 

encouraged to include at least one collaborator with expertise in the socio-economic aspects of the 

project, as well as the involvement of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Community-Based 

Organizations (CBOs), and direct participation of beneficiaries. Collaborators’ institutional 

affiliations are not restricted. In the case of Graduate Student Research, the student must serve as a 

principal collaborator. 
 

*AICAD member universities: Kenya: Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT), 

Egerton University, University of Nairobi, Kenyatta University, Moi University, Maseno University, Masinde 

Muliro University of Science and Technology, Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University of Science and Technology, 

and Dedan Kimathi University of Technology. 

Tanzania: University of Dar es Salaam; Sokoine University of Agriculture, Mzumbe University, The Open 

University of Tanzania, The State University of Zanzibar; University of Dodoma, Mbeya University, and Nelson 

Mandela African Institution of Science and Technology. 

Uganda: Makerere University, Kyambogo University, Gulu University, Mbarara University of Science and 

Technology, Busitema University, Muni University, Kabale University, and Kampala International University. 

 

6 Funding Categories  

AICAD has three (3) categories of research funding, namely; Discipline-specific Research, 

Multidisciplinary Research, and Graduate Students’ Research. Applicants are required to apply for only 

one funding category for each research topic as follows: 

mailto:uco@aicad.or.k
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6.1 Discipline-specific Research 

Discipline-specific Research is a category in which individuals or teams of researchers will work in a 

specific research topic. For this category, the annual funding level will be not more than $8,000 per 

research.  

 

6.2 Multidisciplinary Research 

In this category, several researchers from different fields will collaborate in one research topic, 

contributing to the research, the knowledge and experience specific to his/her discipline. Especially, 

consideration of socio-economic aspect is significant. The annual funding is set at not more than 

$10,000 per research.  

 

6.3 Graduate Student’s Research 

This category has been established to fund graduate students’ research. However, students 

themselves cannot be applicants. They have to apply through their supervisors. The funding level is 

set at not more than $5,000 per research for the whole research period.  Students who shall graduate 

before March 2026 are not eligible. 

 

7 Funding Period 

The funding period for this Call for Research Proposals is from April 2026 to March 2027. 

Continuation of research projects beyond this period will be considered based on the results of 

monitoring and evaluation, the quality of the final report, alignment with AICAD’s research priorities, 

and the availability of funds. Projects recommended for continuation may receive funding for up to a 

maximum of three phases. Researchers seeking continuation must submit a new proposal, following 

the same process as new applicants, upon request by AICAD. For Graduate Student Research, 

funding is limited to one award per student during the course of the study. 

  

8   Selection System 

Selection of research proposals will be conducted as fairly and transparently as possible, in accordance 

with AICAD’s Proposal Assessment Guidelines. Initially, proposals will undergo preliminary 

assessment by a Proposal Assessment Committee in each country—Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda. The 

Committee will comprise AICAD staff, academics, NGO personnel, industry representatives, 

development practitioners, and other relevant thematic stakeholders. 

Proposals pre-selected by the National Assessment Committees will then undergo peer review by a 

Working Group composed of personnel from similar institutions as the Assessment Committee 

members. Based on the Working Group’s evaluation, proposals will be shortlisted by the AICAD 

Secretariat. 

Research leaders of the shortlisted proposals will be required to attend a coordinating meeting, during 

which they will present their proposals and make any necessary modifications to align with AICAD’s 

policies. This coordination meeting is considered an integral part of the screening process. 

Finally, the successful researchers will be recommended to the Technical Committee of AICAD’s 

Governing Board for final approval. 

9 Notification of Approval 

Only successful applicants will be notified, and approved research projects will be announced in the 

AICAD web site (http://www@aicad.or.ke) by March 15, 2026. 
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10 Criteria for Selection 

AICAD evaluates research proposals using criteria aligned with the Development Assistance 

Committee (DAC) of the OECD, namely: Relevance, Effectiveness, Efficiency, Impact, and 

Sustainability. These criteria guide the fair, transparent, and systematic selection of proposals that 

contribute to poverty reduction through human capacity development. 

1. Assessment Approach 

• Relevance is verified centrally to determine the necessity of the research project, alignment with 

poverty reduction priorities, and appropriateness of the target beneficiaries and project sites. 

• Effectiveness, Efficiency, Impact, and Sustainability are assessed based on projected 

outcomes, feasibility, and potential for practical application of research results. 

2. Key Aspects Considered in Selection 

Eligibility and Conformity 

• Eligibility for AICAD research funding 

• Adherence to proposal format and submission guidelines 

• Timely submission 

Relevance and Impact 

• Alignment with poverty reduction priorities 

• Appropriateness of the target beneficiaries and project sites 

• Level of community participation 

• Potential to address community needs 

• Consideration of gender and social inclusion 

Methodology and Feasibility 

• Logical coherence of objectives and methodology 

• Practical feasibility of proposed methods 

• Cost-efficiency 

• Appropriateness and expertise of the research team 

Sustainability and Benefits 

• Potential for implementation and realization of research findings 

• Prospects for long-term sustainability and contribution to AICAD’s overall goals 

 

11 Obligation of Winners 

Once AICAD approves funding for a research proposal, a formal contract will be executed between 

AICAD, the principal researcher, and the participating institution. Researchers are required to comply 

fully with the terms of the contract. This includes implementing the project, submitting progress and 

final reports, delivering presentations, managing research funds responsibly, and providing access for 

monitoring and evaluation activities as stipulated in the agreement. 

 

11.1 Reporting 

AICAD Research Mini-reviews reports will be submitted by each principal researcher after the 

completion of the formal contractual procedures. Progress reports will be submitted by each principal 

researcher at preferably halfway to completion of one-year funding period. A final report should be 

submitted at the end of the one-year funding period. The deadline for each report will be announced by 

AICAD. The instructions for preparation of each report are given in the “Reports Required for AICAD 

Supported Research” - (http://www@aicad.or.ke). 

 

11.2 Meetings and Seminars 
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During the research contract period, the principal researchers will be required to make presentations at 

a progress meeting and a final presentation seminar. The progress meeting will be held at preferably 

halfway to completion of the one-year funding period, while the final presentation seminar where the 

final results of the research project are presented, will be done in the end of the contract. The schedule 

for respective presentations will be announced by AICAD.  

 

11.3 Management of the Fund 

Research funds shall be disbursed to the Principal Researcher’s university account through the 

respective AICAD country offices. The Principal Researcher shall be responsible for the prudent and 

accountable management of the funds, strictly in accordance with the approved work plan and budget. 

An interim committee coordinating the country offices shall review project progress prior to the 

release of any subsequent disbursements. Per diem and mileage allowances shall be paid in accordance 

with the applicable rates of the respective institution. 

 

12 Monitoring and Evaluation 

Research projects will be evaluated objectively and scientifically on a consistent basis through its entire 

process, namely adoption of proposal which is considered as the ex-ante evaluation, mid-term 

evaluation, and terminal evaluation according to the “Evaluation Guidelines for AICAD funded 

Research Projects”. Monitoring and evaluation will be carried out with mutual understanding with the 

researchers on the items for evaluation. AICAD will brief the researchers on the principles and the 

methodology of the evaluation adapted in order to facilitate the monitoring and evaluation processes. 

Evaluation and monitoring team consists of AICAD staff and external experts as well as AICAD funded 

researchers.  External experts will be selected from the AICAD’s network for improved effectiveness.  

 

The objectives of evaluation are as follows: 

1) Improve responsiveness of research projects to the needs of the target community in terms of 

poverty reduction. 

2) Appraise the value for continuation of the research projects to subsequent funding phases. 

3) Chart out the way forward for extension/industrialization or structural frame of research activities. 

 

13 Publication and Dissemination 

When AICAD funded researchers publish their results in a journal, the following acknowledgement 

should be included: “This research was supported (in part, if applicable) under the contract number 

____________ AICAD research fund.” 

 

14 Guidance on Filling the Application Forms 

The proposal should be written in English and typed in 12 pt. Times New Roman with single spacing. 

The applicant should not change the application formats. Inappropriately formatted proposal thus will 

not be accepted.  

 

Please submit your application by filling and returning one of the three types of application forms for 

the three funding categories which are attached below. The formats of research proposal have been 

designed based on the concept of “Logical Framework”, whereby the logic of cause and effect relations 

of “Inputs→Activities→Outputs→Project Purpose→Overall Goal” is used as a hypothesis for 

organizing these components. Applicants are advised to fill the application forms according to the 

guidance as follows:   
 

14.1 Discipline-specific Research  

14.1.1 Continuity: 

The researcher should indicate the stage of the research funding applied for those applying for 

the first time – First year, while for continued funding to the second time – Second year etc. 
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14.1.2 Research Title: 

The research title should be short and explicit. Once approved, the research title cannot be changed 

or modified without the written consent of the R&D Coordinator. 

 

14.1.3 Themes of Application: 

The researcher should tick in the spaces provided, the theme most relevant to his/her research. 

 

14.1.4 Personal Details of the Principal Researcher: 

The researcher should fill in the relevant information as indicated.  

 

14.1.5 Fund Requested: 

The researcher should fill in the related information. In the costing, the researcher should use the unit 

cost standards set by AICAD for some items as shown in the details of expenditure – (15.1.16.). 

 

14.1.6 Collaborating Researchers: 

The collaborating researchers should fill in the relevant information.  

 

14.1.7 Summary: 

The summary consisting of specific objectives and targets must be clearly stated in order to facilitate 

monitoring and evaluation. 

 

14.1.8 Target Group: 

The researcher should indicate the expected beneficiaries of his/her research. 

 

14.1.9 Project Site(s): 

The researcher should indicate the location of the research activities. 

 

14.1.10 Overall Goal: 

The researcher should indicate direct or indirect outcomes of the research with respect to the target 

community with respect to poverty reduction. For example, the researcher working on water 

purification may have as a direct result – the designed purification method but the long-term goal 

would be safe water for more people in the community/country. 

 

14.1.11 Research Purpose: 

This shall consist of a direct result of the study, for example, purification method. 

 

14.1.12 Research Objective: 

Consists of elaboration of specific objectives of the research. 

 

14.1.13 Background: 

This should include previous findings related to the research and methodology matters such as 

criteria used for selection of the research site. 

 

14.1.14 Relevance of Research to Poverty Reduction: 

Explain how the research is important in relation to poverty reduction. This constitutes the most 

important criteria for approval. 

 

14.1.15 Research Plan and Methods: 

Description of plan of activities in a time frame and the methodology. This item is one of the most 

important part of your proposal, so present your plans with clear demarcation of activities between 

this phase and the next. 
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14.1.16 Details of Expenditure: 

In the costing, the researcher should use the unit cost standards set in accordance with the applicable 

rates of the respective institution. 

 

14.1.17 Expected Results/Outputs: 

Details of expected direct research output are required. 

 

14.1.18 Social Economic Impact of Proposed Research: 

In this section, the overall social-economic impact and its sustainability should be presented. This is 

the most important criteria for approval in this category because of expectation of Joint Researchers 

teamed to synthesise the sectoral findings into a single study focussed on community improvement. 

 

14.1.19 Dissemination of Research Findings: 

In this section, modalities for disseminating research findings are shown. 

 

14.1.20 Other Sources of Budget: 

The researcher should show other sources of budget besides the requested one in the past, the present 

and the future expectations. 

 

14.1.21 List of Relevant Publications: 

The researchers should show the relevant publications if any in the specified period as shown. 

 

14.2 Multidisciplinary Research 

 

14.2.1 Continuity: 

The researcher should indicate the stage of the research funding applied for example for those 

applying for the first time – First year, continued funding for second time – Second year etc.  

 

14.2.2 Research Title: 

The research title should be short and explicit. Once approved, the research title cannot be changed 

or modified without the written consent of the R&D Coordinator. 

 

14.2.3 Themes of Application: 

The researcher should tick in the spaces provided, the theme most relevant to his/her research. 

 

14.2.4 Personal Details of the Principal Researcher: 

The researcher should fill in the relevant information as indicated. 

 

14.2.5 Fund Requested: 

The researcher should fill in the related information. In the costing, the researcher should use the 

unit cost standards set by AICAD for some items as shown in the details of expenditure – (15.2.18.). 

 

14.2.6 Collaborating Researchers: 

The collaborating researchers should fill in the related information. 

 

14.2.7 Summary: 

The summary consisting of specific objectives and targets must be clearly stated in order to facilitate 

monitoring and evaluation. 

 

14.2.8 Target Group: 

The researcher should indicate the expected beneficiaries of his/her research. 
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14.2.9 Project Site(s): 

The researcher should indicate the location of the research activities. 

 

14.2.10 Overall Goal: 

The researcher should indicate the directly or indirectly intended outcome of the research with 

respect to the community, focus being on poverty reduction. For example, the researcher working on 

water purification will have as a direct result – the designed purification method but the long-term 

goal would be safe water for more people in the community/country 

 

14.2.11 Research Purpose: 

This shall consist of a direct result of the study for example designed purification method. 

 

14.2.12 Research Objective: 

Consists of elaboration of specific objectives of the research. 

 

14.2.13 Allotted Task for Each Researcher: 

In this section, the contributory discipline/field of each researcher should be clearly explained. 

 

14.2.14 Justification of Multidisciplinary Approach: 

In this section, explanation on the reason for opting for this research category is required. 

 

14.2.15 Background: 

This should include previous findings related to the research and criteria used for selection of the 

research site. 

 

14.2.16 Relevance of Research to Poverty Reduction: 

Explain how the research is important in relation to poverty reduction. This constitutes the most 

important criteria for approval. 

 

14.2.17 Research Plan and Methods: 

Description of plan of activities in a time frame and the methodology. This item is one of the most 

important part of your proposal, so present your plans with clear demarcation of activities between 

this phase and the next. 

 

14.2.18 Details of Expenditure: 

In the costing, the researcher should use the unit cost standards set in accordance with the applicable 

rates of the respective institution. 

 

14.2.19 Expected Results/Outputs: 

Details of expected direct research output are required. 

 

14.2.20 Social Economic Impact of Proposed Research: 

In this section, the overall social-economic impact and its sustainability should be presented. This is 

the most important criteria for approval in this category because of expectation of Joint Researchers 

teamed to synthesise the sectoral findings into a single study focussed on community improvement. 

 

14.2.21 Dissemination of Research Findings: 

In this section, modalities for disseminating research findings are shown. 

 

14.2.22 Other Sources of Budget: 

The researcher should show other sources of budget besides the requested one in the past, the present 

and the future expectations. 



African Institute for Capacity Development 9 

 

14.2.23 List of Relevant Publications: 

The researchers should show the relevant publications if any in the specified period as shown. 

 

14.3 Graduate Student’s Research  

14.3.1 Research Title: 

The research title should be short and explicit. Once approved, the research title cannot be changed 

or modified without the written consent of the R&D Coordinator. 

 

14.3.2 Themes of Application: 

The researcher should tick in the spaces provided, the theme most relevant to his/her research 

 

14.3.3 Personal Details of the Supervisor: 

  The supervisor should fill in the relevant information as indicated. 

 

14.3.4 Personal Details of the Student: 

The student should fill in the relevant information. 

 

14.3.5 Summary: 

The summary consisting of specific objectives and targets must be clearly stated in order to facilitate 

monitoring and evaluation. 

 

14.3.6 Fund Requested: 

The relevant information should be requested. In the costing, the researcher should use the unit cost 

standards set by AICAD for some items as shown in the details of expenditure – (15.3.15.). 

 

14.3.7 Target Group: 

The researcher should indicate the expected beneficiaries of his/her research. 

 

14.3.8 Project Site(s): 

The researcher should indicate the location of the research activities. 

 

14.3.9 Overall Goal: 

The researcher should indicate the directly or indirectly intended outcome of the research with 

respect to the community, focus being on poverty reduction. For example, the researcher working on 

water purification will have direct result – the designed purification method but the long-term goal is 

safe water for more people in the community/country. 

 

14.3.10 Research Purpose: 

This shall consist of a direct result of the study, for example a designed purification method. (To be 

filled by the student) 

 

14.3.11 Research Objective: 

Consists of elaboration of specific objectives of the research. (To be filled by the student) 

 

14.3.12 Background: 

This should include previous findings related to the research and criteria used for selection of the 

research site. (To be filled by the student with guidance from the supervisor) This constitutes the 

most important criteria for approval. 
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14.3.13 Relevance of Research to Poverty Reduction: 

Explain how the research is important in relation to poverty reduction. This constitutes the most 

important criteria for approval. 

 

14.3.14 Research Plan and Methods: 

Description of plan of activities in a time frame and the methodology. This item is one of the most 

important part of your proposal, so present your plans with clear demarcation of activities between 

the first phase and next. The indication of timeframe and interaction with graduation/institution’s 

programme is necessary. 

 

14.3.15 Details of Expenditure: 

In the costing, the researcher should use the unit cost standards set in accordance with the applicable 

rates of the respective institution. 

 

14.3.16 Expected Results/Outputs: 

Details of expected direct research output are required. 

 

14.3.17 Social Economic Impact of Proposed Research: 

In this section, the overall social-economic impact and its sustainability should be presented. 

 

14.3.18 Dissemination of Research Findings: 

In this section, modalities for disseminating research findings are shown. 

 

14.3.19 Other Sources of Budget: 

The researcher should show other sources of budget besides the requested one in the past, the present 

and the future expectations. 

 

14.3.20 List of Relevant Publications: 

The researcher should show the relevant publications together with those of the student if any in the 

specified period as shown. 

 

 Annex 1 

       AICAD Focus Programs /Themes and Sub-themes for Funding 

AICAD Focus 

Programs /Themes 
Sub-theme 

Agriculture &Human 

well-being  

Agricultural appropriate technology 

Agro-processing & value addition  

Food security & food safety 

Water quality and agriculture 

Crop productivity 

Animal production  

Food production and food processing 

Farming systems  

Food safety nets, including food aid 

 

Industrialization 

Development of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 

Development of value-added products 
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Processes Sectoral studies -trade, manufacturing, services, sub sector & value chain 

analysis  

Operations, productivity, and production systems 

Markets and marketing  

Environmental 

Conservation 

Environmental Education and Awareness 

Sustainable Urban Development and planning 

Waste disposal and pollution control 

Protection of water catchment areas  

Environmental Education and Awareness 

Afforestation and re-afforestation 

Renewable energy 

Development of arid and semi-arid lands (ASAL) 

Community 

Development 

Low-cost housing and physical infrastructure targeting poverty reduction 

activities 

Gender, women’s empowerment and development 

Women Empowerment 

Early childhood development 

Enterprise Development 

Higher Education Research 

Language and information dissemination 

Data Systems  

Open Science 

Big Data 

Data Ethics 

Data Analytics 

Health Equity 
Herbal medicines and traditional healing methods 

Existing and emerging health threats  

Policy and 

Implementation 

Impact analysis of poverty reduction strategies and its implementation with 

gender perspective 

National policies and their impact on poverty reduction 

 

Proposals should emphasize on the following aspects: 

⚫ Indigenous knowledge   

⚫ Collaborative research   

⚫ Involvement of benefiting community   

⚫ Cross cutting issues such as gender, education, rural and urban livelihoods, and vulnerable groups 
⚫ Sociological aspects for Collaborative Research  
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AICAD RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT FOR POVERTY 

REDUCTION 

Call for Research Proposals - 

Application Form A (Discipline-specific Research)  

Official Use Only 
Ref. No. 

 

Date Submitted 

 

 

Applicants are advised to read the Application Guidelines above before filling in the form 

1.   Continuity (Tick one)                 First year                 Second year                  Third year 

2.   Research Title 

 

3.  Theme of Application (Tick one) 

Food and Nutrition Security           Industrialization Processes                  Environmental Conservation             

Health Equity                                  Community Development                   Policy and Implementation              

Water Resources Management and Conservation 

 
4.  Personal Details of the Principal Researcher 

Name (Last, first, middle):  

 

Sex:     Male       Female 

Year of Birth:    

Nationality:   

 

Highest qualification: 

 

Participating institution:  

 Institution where obtained: 

 Position:  

 Year obtained:    

Mailing Address:  

 

Office Tel:   Fax:   

Cell phone:   E-mail:   

 

5.  Funds Requested  (US$) (Not more than $10,000 per year for a maximum of 3 years) 

Item Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Total 

i) Equipment and 

Facilities 
    

ii) Travel     

iii) Personnel      

iv) Consumables 

and Other Costs 
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GRAND TOTAL     
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6.  Collaborating Researchers 

Name 
Affiliation & 

Position 
Research Area 

Relevant (research) 

experience 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Research Team Composition (Explain the role of each researcher and the adequacy of the research team composition 

to achieve the project purpose) 

 

 

8.  Summary (Outline your research proposal in not more than 250 words) 

 

 

9.  Target Group (People and/or communities benefit from the project, and the reason for selection) 

 

10.  Project Site(s) (Selected sites for project implementation, and the reason for selection) 

 

11.  Overall Goal (Indirect and long-term impact/effect, and indicator targets for measuring the degree of achievement on 

the Overall Goal) 
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12.  Project Purpose (Direct benefit to the target group, when this project is completed, and indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on the Project Purpose) 

 

 

13.  Background (Provide sufficient information on previous activities related to this research and information from relevant 

research, giving relevant references where necessary.) 
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14.  Activities (Research Plan and Methods) (Give full details of activity plan in a time frame and the methodology for 

the research) 

Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 3 
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15.  Details of Expenditure (For costing on equipment, travel and personnel, please see the Application Guidelines) 

Year 1 

Item Name Unit Cost No. Total (US$) 

i)   Equipment 

and Facilities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Total     

ii)   Travel 
(Destination, No. of 

Persons and Days) 

    

Sub-Total     

iii)   Personnel 

    

Sub-Total     

iv)   Consumable 

and Other Costs 

    

Sub-Total     

Total (Year 1) 
    

Year 2 

Item Name Unit Cost No. Total (US$) 

i)   Equipment 

and Facilities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Total     

ii)   Travel 
(Destination, No. of 

Persons, and Days) 

    

Sub-Total     
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iii)   Personnel 

    

Sub-Total     

iv)   Consumable 

and Other Costs 

    

Sub-Total     

Total (Year 2) 
    

Year 3 

Item Name Unit Cost No. Total (US$) 

i)   Equipment 

and Facilities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Total     

ii)   Travel 
(Destination, No. of 

Persons, and Days) 

    

Sub-Total     

iii)   Personnel 

    

Sub-Total     

iv)   Consumable 

and Other Costs 

    

Sub-Total     

Total (Year 3) 
    

GRAND TOTAL 
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16.  Expected Results/Outputs  (Explain the expected direct results/outputs that will be produced through the activities, 

and indicator targets for measuring the degree of achievement on the Outputs) 

Year 1: 

Year 2: 

Year 3: 

 

17.  Relevance to Poverty Reduction (Describe the relevance of the target groups, project sites and research purpose to 

poverty reduction, potential for meeting the needs of community, level of community participation, gender aspects, etc.)  
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18.  Realization of Research Results (Describe how research findings can be realized in the community and /or 

disseminated to the target group, as well as  its potential for sustainability) 

 

 

19.  Other Sources of Budget (if any) (Indicate the amount and intended usage in the research project) 
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20. List of Relevant Publications by Researchers (Give publications within the past 5 years and not more than 5 

papers per researcher) 

Name of Researcher Author(s),  (Year)  Title, Publisher, Volume, Pages 
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21. Logical Framework (Develop the Logical Framework to clarify the logic of cause and effect relations of ) 

 

Title of project:  

Period of project:  

Project site:  

Target group: People and/or community benefit from project 

 

Narrative Summary Objectively Verifiable 

Indicators 

Means of Verification Important Assumptions 

Overall Goal 

Indirect and long-term 

impact/effect 

Indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on 

the Overall Goal 

Sources of information for 

the indicators to the left 

Assumptions for the effect of 

the project to be sustainable 

Project Purpose 

Direct benefit to the target 

group 

Indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on 

the Project Purpose 

Sources of information for 

the indicators to the left 

External factors that must be 

satisfied to contribute to the 

Overall Goal but include 

uncertain elements 

Outputs 

Goods and services that are 

produced through the 

Activities 

Indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on 

the Outputs 

Sources of information for 

the indicators to the left 

External factors that must be 

satisfied to achieve the Project 

Purpose but include uncertain 

elements 

Activities 

Activities for creating the 

Outputs 

Inputs 

Resources that are required for the Activities (e.g. human 

resources, capital, equipment and supplies) 

External factors that must be 

satisfied to create the Outputs 

but include uncertain elements 

Preconditions 

Conditions that must be met 

before beginning the Activities  
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Means 

 

22.  Objective Tree (Construct the objective tree in order to provide the overall picture of the planned research project to 

show that if the Activities are done, then the outputs are achieved; if the Outputs are achieved, then the Project Purpose will be 

achieved; if the Project Purpose is achieved, then it will likely contribute to the Overall Goal.) 

 

A sample 

 
 

 

Overall  

Goal 

Project 

Purpose 

Outputs 1 Output 2 Output 3 

Activities 

Inputs 

Activities 

Inputs 

Activities 

Inputs 

End 
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23.  Declaration by Principal Researcher 

 

 

I, _____________________________________________ accept to carry out the research activities as 

detailed in the research proposal if approved, in accordance with the general AICAD guidelines for 

research. 

 

 

Signature ________________________________                            Date __________________________ 

 

24.  Recommendation from the Person in Charge of Research/Postgraduate in the University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature ________________________________                            Date __________________________ 
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AICAD RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT FOR POVERTY 

REDUCTION 

Research Proposals - 

Application Form B (Multidisciplinary Research)  

Official Use Only 
Ref. No. 

 

Date Submitted 

 

 

Applicants are advised to read the Application Guidelines above before filling in the form 

1.   Continuity (Tick one)          First year          Second year         Third year 

2.   Research Title 

 

3.  Theme of Application (Tick related themes only) 

Food and Nutrition Security    Industrialization Processes          Environmental Conservation             

Health Equity               Community Development           Policy and Implementation              Water 

Resources Management and Conservation 

 
4.  Personal Details of the Principal Researcher 

Name (Last, first, middle):  

 

Sex:   Male    Female 

Year of Birth:  

Nationality:   

 

Highest qualification: 

 

Participating institution:  

 Institution where obtained: 

 Position:  

 Year obtained:    

Mailing Address:  

 

Office Tel:   Fax:   

Cell phone:   E-mail:   

 

5.  Funds Requested  (US$) (Not more than $20,000 per year for a maximum of 3 years) 

Item Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Total 

i) Equipment and 

Facilities 
    

ii) Travel     

iii) Personnel      

iv) Consumables 

and Other Costs 
    



African Institute for Capacity Development 26 

GRAND TOTAL     

 

6.  Collaborating Researchers 

Name 
Affiliation & 

Position 
Research Area 

Relevant (research) 

experience 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Research Team Composition (Explain the role of each researcher and the adequacy of the research team composition 

to achieve the project purpose) 

 

 

8.  Summary (Outline your research proposal in not more than 250 words) 

 

 

9.  Target Group (People and/or communities benefit from the project, and the reason for selection) 

 

10.  Project Site(s) (Selected sites for project implementation, and the reason for selection) 
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11.  Overall Goal (Indirect and long-term impact/effect, and indicator targets for measuring the degree of achievement on 

the Overall Goal) 

 

 

 

12.  Project Purpose (Direct benefit to the target group, when this project is completed, and indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on the Project Purpose) 
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13.  Background (Provide sufficient information on previous activities related to this research and information from relevant 

research, giving relevant references where necessary.) 

 

 

 

14.  Activities (Research Plan and Methods) (Give full details of activity plan in a time frame and the methodology for 

the research) 

Year 1: 
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Year 2: 

Year 3: 

 

15.  Details of Expenditure (For costing on equipment, travel and personnel, please see the Application Guidelines) 

Year 1 

Item Name Unit Cost No. Total (US$) 

i)  Equipment and 

Facilities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Total     
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ii)  Travel 
(Destination, No. of 

Persons and Days) 

    

Sub-Total     

iii)  Personnel 

    

Sub-Total     

iv)  Consumable 

and Other Costs 

    

Sub-Total     

Total (Year 1) 
    

Year 2 

Item Name Unit Cost No. Total (US$) 

i)  Equipment and 

Facilities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Total     

ii)  Travel 
(Destination, No. of 

Persons and Days) 

    

Sub-Total     

iii)  Personnel 

    

Sub-Total     

iv)  Consumable 

and Other Costs 

    

Sub-Total     

Total (Year 2) 
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Year 3 

Item Name Unit Cost No. Total (US$) 

i)  Equipment and 

Facilities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Total     

ii)  Travel 
(Destination, No. of 

Persons and Days) 

    

Sub-Total     

iii)  Personnel 

    

Sub-Total     

iv)  Consumable 

and Other Costs 

    

Sub-Total     

Total (Year 3) 
    

GRAND TOTAL 
    

 

16.  Expected Results/Outputs  (Explain the expected direct results/outputs that will be produced through the activities, 

and indicator targets for measuring the degree of achievement on the Outputs) 
Year 1: 

Year 2: 
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Year 3: 

 

17.  Relevance to Poverty Reduction (Describe the relevance of the target groups, project sites and research purpose to 

poverty reduction, potential for meeting the needs of community, level of community participation, gender aspects, etc.) 

 

 

18.  Justification of Multidisciplinary Approach (Describe the specific justification for multidisciplinary approach 

for the research project referring to the characteristics of “Multidisciplinary Research” as explained in the Application 

Guidelines) 
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19.  Realization of Research Results (Describe how research results can be realized in the community and /or 

disseminated to the target group, as well as its potential for sustainability) 

 

 

20.  Other Sources of Budget (if any) (Indicate the amount and intended usage in the research project) 
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21. List of Relevant Publications by Researchers (Give publications within the past 5 years and not more than 5 

papers per researcher) 

Name of Researcher Author(s),  (Year)  Title, Publisher, Volume, Pages 
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22. Logical Framework (Develop the Logical Framework to clarify the logic of cause and effect relations of ) 

 

Title of project:  

Period of project:  

Project site:  

Target group: People and/or community benefit from project 

 

Narrative Summary Objectively Verifiable 

Indicators 

Means of Verification Important Assumptions 

Overall Goal 

Indirect and long-term 

impact/effect 

Indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on 

the Overall Goal 

Sources of information for 

the indicators to the left 

Assumptions for the effect of 

the project to be sustainable 

Project Purpose 

Direct benefit to the target 

group 

Indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on 

the Project Purpose 

Sources of information for 

the indicators to the left 

External factors that must be 

satisfied to contribute to the 

Overall Goal but include 

uncertain elements 

Outputs 

Goods and services that are 

produced through the 

Activities 

Indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on 

the Outputs 

Sources of information for 

the indicators to the left 

External factors that must be 

satisfied to achieve the Project 

Purpose but include uncertain 

elements 

Activities 

Activities for creating the 

Outputs 

Inputs 

Resources that are required for the Activities (e.g. human 

resources, capital, equipment and supplies) 

External factors that must be 

satisfied to create the Outputs 

but include uncertain elements 

Preconditions 

Conditions that must be met 

before beginning the Activities  
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Means 

 

23.  Objective Tree (Construct the objective tree in order to provide the overall picture of the planned research project to 

show that if the Activities are done, then the outputs are achieved; if the Outputs are achieved, then the Project Purpose will be 

achieved; if the Project Purpose is achieved, then it will likely contribute to the Overall Goal.) 

 

A sample 

 
 

 

Overall  

Goal 

Project 

Purpose 

Outputs 1 Output 2 Output 3 

Activities 

Inputs 

Activities 

Inputs 

Activities 

Inputs 

End 
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24.  Declaration by Principal Researcher 

 

 

I, _____________________________________________ accept to carry out the research activities as 

detailed in the research proposal if approved, in accordance with the general AICAD guidelines for 

research. 

 

 

Signature ________________________________              Date __________________________ 

 

25.  Recommendation from the Person in Charge of Research/Postgraduate in the University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature ________________________________              Date __________________________ 
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AICAD RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT FOR POVERTY 

REDUCTION 

Call for Research Proposals - 

Application Form C (Graduate Student’s Research)  

Official Use Only 
Ref. No. 

 

Date Submitted 

 

 

Applicants are advised to read the Application Guidelines above before filling in the form 

1.   Continuity (Tick one)                 First year                 Second year                  Third year 

2.   Research Title 

 

3.  Theme of Application (Tick one) 

Food and Nutrition Security       Industrialization Processes                   Environmental Conservation             

Health Equity                              Community Development                    Policy and Implementation              

Water Resources Management and Conservation 

 
4.  Personal Details of the Supervisor (Principal Researcher) 

Name (Last, first, middle):  

 

Sex:     Male       Female 

Year of Birth:    

Nationality:   

 

Highest qualification: 

 

Participating institution:  

 Institution where obtained: 

 
Position:  

 Year obtained:    

Mailing Address:  

 

Office Tel:   Fax:   

Cell phone:   E-mail:   

 
5.  Funds Requested (US$) (Not more than $4,000 per year. Funding for a Master degree can only be granted once 

during the course of study.  PhD research projects are renewable for the maximum funding period of three phases.) 

Item Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Total 

i) Equipment and 

Facilities 
    

ii) Travel     

iii) Personnel      

iv) Consumables 

and Other Costs 
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GRAND TOTAL     

 

6.  Personal Details of the Graduate Student 

Name (Last, first, middle):  

 

Sex:     Male       Female 

Year of Birth:    

Nationality:   

 

Type of student:     Full-time student 

                                 Part-time student 

Participating institution:  

  

Course:    
 

Duration of the course in general:    

 

Expected duration of research:   

 

Major field:    
 

Targeted qualification:   Masters    Doctorate 

If others (mention):   

 
Year/Month of entrance and expected 

Year/Month of graduation :  

                     /                   ~                 /       

Mailing address:  

 

Phone:   E-mail:   

 

7.  Summary (Outline your research proposal in not more than 250 words) 

 

 

8.  Target Group (People and/or communities benefit from the project, and the reason for selection) 

 

9.  Project Site(s) (Selected sites for project implementation, and the reason for selection) 
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10.  Overall Goal (Indirect and long-term impact/effect, and indicator targets for measuring the degree of achievement on 

the Overall Goal) 

 

 

 

11.  Project Purpose (Direct benefit to the target group, when this project is completed, and indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on the Project Purpose) 

 

 

12.  Background (Provide sufficient information on previous activities related to this research and information from relevant 

research, giving relevant references where necessary.) 
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13.  Activities (Research Plan and Methods) (Give full details of activity plan in a time frame and the methodology for 

the research) 

Year 1: 

Year 2: 

Year 3: 
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14.  Details of Expenditure (For costing on equipment, travel and personnel, please see the Application Guidelines. 

Funding for a Master degree can only be granted once during the course of study.  PhD research projects are renewable for the 

maximum funding period of three phases.) 

Year 1 

Item Name Unit Cost No. Total (US$) 

i)   Equipment 

and Facilities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Total     

ii)   Travel 
(Destination, No. of 

Persons and Days) 

    

Sub-Total     

iii)   Personnel 

    

Sub-Total     

iv)   Consumable 

and Other Costs 

    

Sub-Total     

Total (Year 1) 
    

Year 2 

Item Name Unit Cost No. Total (US$) 

i)   Equipment 

and Facilities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Total     

ii)   Travel 
(Destination, No. of 

Persons, and Days) 

    

Sub-Total     
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iii)   Personnel 

    

Sub-Total     

iv)   Consumable 

and Other Costs 

    

Sub-Total     

Total (Year 2) 
    

Year 3 

Item Name Unit Cost No. Total (US$) 

i)   Equipment 

and Facilities 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sub-Total     

ii)   Travel 
(Destination, No. of 

Persons, and Days) 

    

Sub-Total     

iii)   Personnel 

    

Sub-Total     

iv)   Consumable 

and Other Costs 

    

Sub-Total     

Total (Year 3) 
    

GRAND TOTAL 
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15.  Expected Results/Outputs  (Explain the expected direct results/outputs that will be produced through the activities, 

and indicator targets for measuring the degree of achievement on the Outputs) 
Year 1: 

Year 2: 

Year 3: 
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16.  Relevance to Poverty Reduction (Describe the relevance of the target groups, project sites and research purpose to 

poverty reduction, potential for meeting the needs of community, level of community participation, gender aspects, etc.) 

 

 

17.  Realization of Research Results (Describe how research findings can be realized in the community and /or 

disseminated to the target group, as well as  its potential for sustainability) 
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18.  Other Sources of Budget (if any) (Indicate the amount and intended usage in the research project) 

 

 

19. List of Relevant Publications by Supervisor and Student (Give publications within the past 5 years and not 

more than 5  papers per person) 

Name of Researcher Author(s),  (Year)  Title, Publisher, Volume, Pages 
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20. Logical Framework (Develop the Logical Framework to clarify the logic of cause and effect relations of ) 

 

Title of project:  

Period of project:  

Project site:  

Target group: People and/or community benefit from project 

 

Narrative Summary Objectively Verifiable 

Indicators 

Means of Verification Important Assumptions 

Overall Goal 

Indirect and long-term 

impact/effect 

Indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on 

the Overall Goal 

Sources of information for 

the indicators to the left 

Assumptions for the effect of 

the project to be sustainable 

Project Purpose 

Direct benefit to the target 

group 

Indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on 

the Project Purpose 

Sources of information for 

the indicators to the left 

External factors that must be 

satisfied to contribute to the 

Overall Goal but include 

uncertain elements 

Outputs 

Goods and services that are 

produced through the 

Activities 

Indicator targets for measuring 

the degree of achievement on 

the Outputs 

Sources of information for 

the indicators to the left 

External factors that must be 

satisfied to achieve the Project 

Purpose but include uncertain 

elements 

Activities 

Activities for creating the 

Outputs 

Inputs 

Resources that are required for the Activities (e.g. human 

resources, capital, equipment and supplies) 

External factors that must be 

satisfied to create the Outputs 

but include uncertain elements 

Preconditions 

Conditions that must be met 

before beginning the Activities  
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Means 

 

21.  Objective Tree (Construct the objective tree in order to provide the overall picture of the planned research project to 

show that if the Activities are done, then the outputs are achieved; if the Outputs are achieved, then the Project Purpose will be 

achieved; if the Project Purpose is achieved, then it will likely contribute to the Overall Goal.) 

 

A sample 

 
 

 

Overall  

Goal 

Project 

Purpose 

Outputs 1 Output 2 Output 3 

Activities 

Inputs 

Activities 

Inputs 

Activities 

Inputs 

End 
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22.  Declaration by the Supervisor (Principal Researcher) 

 

 

I, _____________________________________________ accept to supervise and carry out the research 

activities as detailed in the research proposal if approved, in accordance with the general AICAD guidelines 

for research. 

 

 

 

 

Signature ________________________________                            Date __________________________ 

 

23.  Declaration by the Graduate Student 

 

 

I, _____________________________________________ accept to carry out the research activities as 

detailed in the research proposal if approved, in accordance with the general AICAD guidelines for 

research. 

 

 

Signature ________________________________                            Date __________________________ 

 

24.  Recommendation from the Person in Charge of Research/Postgraduate in the University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature ________________________________                            Date __________________________ 
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